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TRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC.
The finest houseboat In the world at pres-
ent I1s owped by Lawis Nixon, the well-
known shipbullder, designer of the battle-
ships Indinne and Oregon and other vozoels
of war. The Loudoun—that is the house-
boat’s name—is a luxurious mixturs of
steam yacht and Newport cottage. She bas
nine good-sized rooms, &ll beaulifuily fur-
nished—not as a yacht is fitted, 'vith chairs
and tables screwed to Lhe floor, “ut pre-
cisely as a summer cottage is, or ought, 10
be. The boat Is 130 fcet long, over all, and
has an uninterrupted hurricans deck of 119
feet. There i1s & small deck forward and 2
good-gized deck aft, the latter for Lhe crew.
Bhe has a steel hull and wooded top sides,
and is equipped with a single rorew and
triple expansion engincs. Her best eneed is
twelve knots an hour, which Is abou: as
Tast as the average passenger stoamer Cules
to travel. Bhe carries a crew of ten men—
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THE LOUDOUN, LEWIS NIXON'S WONDERF UL HOUSEBOAT.

a master, chlef engineer, two firenien, two
sallors, chef, mesfboy and stewards. There
are two of the latter, both Japanese.

The hurricane dock is the real Iving-1com
of the family. It !s shaded by a blua-iiaed
awning and carpeled with rugs ant slans.
Easy chairs, couches, rugs and pillowe: ts-
bles strewn with books and magazines,
flowers and palms, contribute to the very
homelike aspect of the place, “he rooms
below are reached LY a wide stalrcase, cur-
poted with moss green. The two priucipal
the drawing-room and the dining-
room, are furnished Juxuriously, but i '
a8 a summer home should be. The (i

rooms,

room 19 especially beautiful, The woaatwark,
table, chairs, buffet and china closets sre

in white enamel, ard the walls and draperles
delft blue. The china s nlao blue and white,

nnd a large biue and white rug covers the
floor. The drawing-room 18 a iovaly "hie
Empire croation, in pale rose and gold.

The Loudoun goes jnto commission In May

and stays In untll aller the middie of Octo-
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ber. The boat eteams Into the bay at
Ellzabethport, N. J., whera the Nixon
shipyard is located very early in tha morn-
Ing, and remains untii Mr, Nixon's day's
work is accomplished. At 2 o'clock, ore
thercobouls, she rtarts on her daily croize
up the Hudson, down tha sot as far ns
Newport, or wherever hor o chooses.
Bhe I3 a familiar sight In New York Har-
bor.

The XNixong are very hospitable
and have entertained a great deal in t
four summers 2w have |

houtebont. Hundreds  of

names appear on the log of the Loudoun,
among them Sir Thomas Lipton, Lord
Pauncefote, Secretary Long, and near's all
the prominent army and navy men, Rich-
ard Croker Is a frequent vislter. It s
sald that Mrs. Nixon fs the only person
with whom the “Squire of W age' ever
grows really talkative. She |s & very bright
woman, eimple In her manver, and pos-

seszes much sterling good sense.

Towls Nixon 18 o man of uncommon
neliievements for his thirty-six yvears. He
Is un Annapoliz graduate and had the honor
of bielng sent to tha Naval School at Green-
wiell, England, where he completed his

studies in naval construction. At present he
is thsa owner of the Crescent Shipyards at
Elizabethport, Is president of the East
River Bridge Commisslon of New York and
Is known to be in line for political promi-

nencs within the next year or two. He I
not classed among the millopalres yet, but
s man who can afford to bulld a A9
houseboat and spend a thousand dollare &
month to keep it golng, cannot have finan~
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MR. AND MRS. LEWIS NIXON AND THEIR SON ON THE DECK OF THE LOUDOUN.

cial worries. Mr. Nixon will one day be
very rvich man, and he will

every dollar of it through brains and
dustry. So nobody ashould begrudge i
him.

SOUTH MISSOURI SHIPS PEACHES
BY LONG TRAIN LOADS.

Most of Them Come From the Pioneer Olden Farm, Which Was Established LongiAgo by a Man Who
Hnd Faith in the Ozarks as a Fruit-Ralsing Country and Has Lived

to See That Faith Fully Justified.

S R.YOUNG
‘THE PEACH KING'|

BORTING AND ORATING MIS-
SOURI PEACHES.

Special Correspendencs of The Suaday Repubdlie.

West Plains, Mo, Bept. 4—A =olid train-
load of Elberta pesches was shipped out of
Olden, Mo., last week by Bam R. Young, a
EBpringfield commission man. Thers wers
thirteen cars in the train when it left Olden,
but five more were picked up at Pomona
and Willow Springs, making eighteen cars
of Elberta peaches in the train,

While the long drought has affected the
crapa of the entire Bouthwest, the luscious
peach on the summit of the Ozarks has
laughed at the cavortings of ths planets
that have cansed the rainmaker to take a
vacation. From all over Bouth Missour] re-
porta confirm the glad tidings that the
peach crop is & world beater, and on every
fruit farm along the southern branch of the
Frisco system there Is “something doing.”
On the Olden fruit farm, the largest in the
EBouth Missour! peach belt, the crop of Ei-
bertas Is now being rushed to market
Pickers and packers are scattered all over
the orchard, for at this farm the sun-kissed
fruit ia packed In tents set up In the or-
chards, and not fn a large packing shed
where all the labor is congregated. Times
are llvely now at the little village of Olden,
and one familiar with the current events of
ﬂ section is reminded of the prosparous
t of "W, when every frult grower in
Bouth Missouri had peaches to rﬂd to the
bogs and money to burn.

The Olden is the oldest fruit farm in
Bouth Missouri. In 1583 Colonel J. C. Evans
of Harlem, Mo.. & little town 1In Clay
County, across tha river from Kansas
City, came to Howell County. He bought
& large tract of land, organized a company
and proceeded to put out an orchard. The
town was named Olden, In honor of Judge
L. F. Olden of West Plalns, who, at that
time, was attorney for the Kansas Clty,
Fort Scott and Gulf Railroad. Those who
composed the original company Were Colonel
J. C. Evans, J. K. Cravens, L. A. Goodman,
Fraok Holsinger, G. W. Espjenlaub and W,
G. Gano. Mr. Cravens was the first presi-
dent and Mr. Gano the first manager,

Shortly afterwards G. L. Sessen became
‘manager of the company, and in 185 he set
out 18000 peach trees, which were bought
in Denison. Tex. In this lot were several
varieties—Family Favorite, Elberta and
Wilson's Cling. These were the first El-
berta peach trees setl oul In South Missourl,

The success of this planting of trees sur-
prised everyone. While the Olden Fruit
Farm Company lost thousands of dollars
by planting and >xperimenting with dif-
dercut varietics,  ihe frult men who later

-now see his fondest hopea realized. It was

SOLID TRAIN LOADED W ITH MISSOURI PEACHES.

set out orchards have profited by this ex-
perience.

There are 2,250 acres of land in the Olden
fruit farm. This year ths peach trees on
20 acres are bearing the flnest fruit that
was ever grown on the place. Some 200
acres of peach trees are not doing well this
Yyear, the trees being diseased on account of
the terrible freeze of *S7. The company has
55,000 bzaring apple trees now and twenty-
fiva acres of blackberries,

At the present time the farm Is owned by
Colonel Evans and his sons, Fred and John,
and 8. B. Anderson of Memphis, Tenn, Paul
Evans resides on the farm and manages
the affairs of the company, while his broth-
er, John, conducts a general merchandise
store belonging to the company, Besldes
the store this company operates a canning
factory and distillery at Olden,

No peaches will be canned by the com-
pany this year, us the green frult 48 Lring-
ing ruch good prices. The dh{mery.
though, Is running full blast, using all the
foft, or *culled" peachea. Peach brandy
i= the product of the distillery and the en-
tire output hns been sold to & Kansas City
wholesale liquor-house at 35 cents & gallon.
T'he spirits will be placed in & bonded ware-
houre and allowed to age.

Much has been written of the Olden Frult
Farm. The stock of the company Ras fre-
quently changed hands, but Colonel Evans
never lost faith, but hung on and he can

shortly after the war that Colonel Evans

first thought of starting a fruit farm in |

Bouth Missourl. He was taking a trip
through the country, and saw at a glance

its particular ndnpl._uh!llt; to fruit culture,

Years afterwards he organized the Olden
Fruit Farm Company and has lived to see
his efforts crowned with success. His sons,
Paul and John, have inherited from their
father a true instinct for fruit cuiture, and
the old eaying that it takes old men for
counsel and young men for action is demon-
strated at the Olden Frult Farm.

All the peaches on the Olden Fruit Farm
have been bought by Mr. Young, who has
also contracted for every crate of peaches
shipped from Mammoth Spring, Burnham,
Mount View and Willow Springs, and half
the crop at Pomona.

There is much rivarly existing between
Sam R. Young and John G. McNalr of St
Louls, the two heaviest shippers from the
district, for the honor of belng crowned
the *peach king of South Missourl.” The
man who ships the largest number of cars
from this section will gain this title. Up
1o date Mr. Young has shipped 178 cars of
peaches from South Missourl, while Mr. Me-
Nalr Is several cars short of thess figures.
Mr. Young did his first dealing in fruit when
& moere boy. Twenty-two years ego ha took
m large load of apples down the Missisaippl
Hiver to New Orleans, and has ever since
been In the frult commission business.
Barly in the spring Mr. Young began buy-
peaches In Loulsinna and Texas, and
he gets through in South Missouri he
£0 to Michigen and other peach-pro-
ducing States, He has already shipped over
200 of peaches alone this scason, and
expects to ship 300 more; a total of 600 cars
for one season. This is the largest amount
of peaches ever handled by one man in a
season, and not only entitles Mr. ¥oung to
be crowned the "Peath King of South Mis-

SUCCESSFUL EXPERIMENT 15!
GROWING AMERICAN DA1ES.

WRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC.

The Department of Agriculture has just
made an Interesting report on the success-
ful growing of the date palm In this coun-
try. This opens up & new industry for the
Ereat arld Southwest, partdcularly In Ari-
zopa, where palms lately planted are now
producing frult equal to that of Africa.

Hitherto unprofitable and arid land In the
West now has a prospect of belog turned
into weritable orchards with proper {rriga-
tlon. The Governmaent's weork In thls Une
bas been carried on for some time and the
results announced are extremely Iinterest-
ing.

The export of dates to Europe and to
Americh is sn {mportant Industry both In

| which grow In the Western Sahara are now

* The alr is exceedingly dry In this desert,

_;uurl."”b_ut the “Peach Kln;‘o! the Unitod

North Africa and the countries bordering
the Perslan Gulf. The value of the dates
imported Into the United Btates alone aver-
aged for the ten years ending June 1, 1900,
M02,762 per anourm. The real value when
received at the American ports was 60 per
eent greater, or 3500,000.

It was found by Government experiment
that certain spots in the Bouthwest were
especially adapted for the date palm. About
twenty-five of the best known warletles

being grown in Arizooa,

The date palm demands a fafrly abundant
and, above all, a constant supply of water
at the roots; at ths same time it delights {n
& perfectly dry and very bot climata A
well-known Arab provarb rons:

*“The date palm, the queen of trees, must
have her feet In running water and her
head in the burning sky.™

The Unlversity of Arizona offared to pro-
vide a specinl date gardem and to cultivate
the palm If the Department of Agriculture
would furnish a collectlon of shoots of the
besat sorts of dates, This offer was accepted,
and a Government expert was sent, with
instructiona from the Secretary of Agricul-
ture, to visit the large date orchards near
the Algerian coast and also the oases In the
Bahara Desert about Blskra,

Every facllity was afforded him, and he
was enabled to study freely all the details
of growlng and marketing dates. Bome #7
offshoots, comprising some twenty-seven
varictien, were secured and shipped to tals
country—the largest consignment ever sent
from North Africa. Three hundred and
ninety-one were planted at Tempe, Ariz.;
twenty-one were planted =at the Arizona
Experlment Station at Phoenlx and in the
Balt River Valley, and the remainder wers
sent to Callfornia.

Thes age at which palms come into bear-
ing depends much upon climate and soll.
Trees have been known {0 bear in Arizona
four years after belng planted, Trees,
however, are generally considered not to
yield paying quantities of frult until they
are at least 6 years old. They continue
bearlog from this age, If well cared for,
until they are 100 years or more old, &
good tree producing an average of from
400 to 600 pounds per year when grown Io
rich sol! and abundantly irrigated.

The department concludes that If ade-
quately supplied with water the lower and
hotter parts of the Colorado Desert would
be one of the finest date regions In the
world and beyvond question the best within
the limits of ths United States, This desert
ocecuples an arca of some 1,000 or more square
miles in Southwestern California. The sum-
mer temperatures in this desert are as high
as those in tho Interior of the Bahara
Desgert, averaging about 13 to 135

and this, together with the Intense heat,
rvenders the climate pecullarly adapted to
the culture of the best variety of dates.
The next best producing section Is the Salt
River Valley, in Central Arizona. Dats
palms planted here have been strikingly
successtul. g

It has been shown that enough dates to
supply our market cin be produced at
home, thus retaining in this country nearly
AE,00 now pald annually for forelgn dates.
The Départment of Agriculturs maintains a
special date garden at Tempe, in the Salt
River Valley, Arizona, and about 420 young
palms, comprising all of the best-known
varletles imported from date reglons of the
Western SBahara, are now growing and
¥lelding fine fruit.
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Not to He Omtdome.
When Mrs, Bird drove forth her horse
] decked in a brandnew hat,
Bald Mrs. Peach, “T1'll never for & moment
stand for that!"
'Twas envy that had moved her thus—"twas

envy, less—

For she continued, *I'm as swift as Mrs
Bird, I guess!”

And yesterday she bravely sat behind her
horse a-pran

THIS WOMAN’S CLUB DIRECTED .
A SUCCESSFUL VICE CRUSADE. {

c8, .
And Ip! Not.omly hat be wore, but alse
fowing pamts! !
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Bpeclal Correspondence of The Sundey Republle,

Centralla, Ill., Sept. 2—It looked rather
dark for the boys of Southtown, a mining
eettlement near Centralla, until the Sun-
ehine Club began a crusade against the
vice In progress there. This village s south
of Centralla, Many Jaborers live there and
the juvenlle population {s large. Several
years ago a saloon was licensed, and, as it
flourished, another one cume. Tha rivalry
for trade between these places caused ln-
novatlons, end last winter the conditlons
became desperate. Gambling games ex-
isted openly with stakes from a nickel up.

This aroused the ladies of the communlty
and the better residents organized to help
the boys and girls of this settlement. *“The
Sunshine'” was the name adopted, and the
agitation commenced. One of the saloon
men was a member of a local labor union,
and the sentiment against him caused his
union to expel him. Through the efforta of
the ladles he was fined heavily, and Mayor
Frazler revoked his llcense. The saloon
was soon opened aganin, bot conditions
wera better,

By canvassing the clty these ladles se-
cured sufficlent money to buy en old brick
residence, and fit it up for a clubhouss
The furniturs was donated. It now stands

LYSNS

in Bouthtown as one of the model houses.
There is a reading-room, s sewing-room,
for girls have been focluded in this work
and a gymnasioum. It will be kept open all
winter, and chlldren will be urged to spend
their evenings there. Everything wil be
clean, pleasant and warm. Games will be
urged upon the lads, and the girls will
have afternoon clas=zes fo sewing and eook-
Ing. The youngsters are to have what they
want and when they want

The property i= now estimated to De
worth $1000. Much of this meney was
ralsed by subscription and the rest by fes-
tivals and by a society cirous at the Pit-
tenger Opera~house. In this clircus the Is~
dics took part under the direction of Miss
Marion Lyons, a Chicago University stu-
dent, who lives near Southtown.

Mrs. Sara Wabster {s president of the
club and hns worked hard in behalf of the
organization. Mrs. Charles Hartman is vice
prezident and an enthusiastic worlfér, Miss
Lola Scott Is secretary. Misses Neille
Bpring, Minnle Bcott and Jennle Ruby are
school teachers who understood the needs
of the Sunshine Club. Afiss Ethsl Wiles and
Miss Edna DeVeney are two young lafles
who have assisted In the work and who
helped with the society elrcus.

THEIR HOMES ARE OLD STREET CARS.

“Cartown” Is a Novel and Interesting Section of the Ocean Beach
of San Francisco.

WEITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC,

In St. Louls there ara some people who
live In old street cars and call them home;
there are many others who have the anclent
vehicles as playhouses for their children,
or as kennels or chicken coops for thelr
dogs or chickens. But out In San Franclsco
there Is a large pettlement where all the
houses are street cars that were formerly
in use In that city. The settlement is called
“Cartown,” and s as distinctive a locality
as {s “Chinatown.'

An Itallan Immigrant was the founder of
Cartown. He had bought a lot, but had no
money with which to build & house. One |
day hs passed the sheds of & strect car
company and saw in the back yard an old
horse car that wns fast becoming o wreck.
The sight of it gave bhim an Idea. He went
to the foreman of the sheds and asked him
ir the old car was for sale, The foreman
referred him to the superintendent, the su-
perintendent took the matter up with the
general manager, and the general manager
saw the president. After all had discussed
It, the decislon to gell the old car was
reached. The Italian offered $10. It was a
low price, but he wouldn't pay more; and
finally it got the car. Then the old vehicle
was moved to the Italian's lot, new glass
was put in the window and door sashes, a
firm foundation put under it, and o lean-to
addition built. Then the Itallan and his
family took possession, found it all very
comfortable, and have llived thers ever

. thus giving &n extra story. The

since.
By and by other people followed his ex-
ample, snd Cartown developed, lt.lslﬂu_hl
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on the ocean beach, at the shore end eof
Golden Gate Park. The land js of little
value here, and most of the settlers have
not taken the precaution of acoulring
formal title to their Iots. They simply
moved thefr unique houses Into the position
that suited them, and moved in.

There are perhaps fifty of these car dwell-
Ings In the little sottlement, many of them
fitted out with considerabls elegance snd
nv ous conv They are arranged
upon & gemeral plan, affording thelr oeccu-
pants the widest views, all fronting the
sei, Streets intersect at right angles, and
plank walks are lald so as to give ped

winds, besides glving extended viows of ses
and land.

While there are many familiss permaneni
Tesidents of “Cartown,” a larger numbes
occupy the “vehicles™ as others do the
houseboat, giving opportunitiss for original
methods of entertalament and diversion for
themselves and friends. Conflned and re-
stricted as these &wellings are, thers is
muﬁ in the fresh ocean bﬂt::
w Te blow right from the basl
the enjoyment of a henlth-stvl-ﬂ.;'.m

trians access to thelr homes without wading
through the deep sanda. :

Few of these cars have heen adorne with
a coat of paint. The exterlors are generally
Intact, and the consplcuous signs denoting
the route over which the cars once per-
ambulated are not obliterated.

Some method fr used in the adornment of
thess curious resorts. Many of them are
covered with vines, most have galleries ex-
tending around the front and sides 'The
roofs of some are arranged as lookouts, and
awnings drop over the windows. There is
considerable space for storage below the
cars, while other cars acquire additionsl
room by little exterisions. In soms instances
one car is raised above another, and some-
times the cars are laid upon other bulldings,

platforms

ment. Hist and romance have been ran-
sacked In names for these ca®
“villas™ suitable to the facetious idiosyn-
crasies of thelr various owners. In “Care
town” the Villa Miramar and Chateau Na-

more conspicuous bar,

e
A Petition in Time.
Touch us gently, Time!—
Let us glide down thy stream

Touch us gently, Time!

We've not proud nor soaring wings:
Our ambition, our cantent,

Lies in simple things,

of the cars are often transformed Into bal-
conies and bay windows with the aid of the

carpenter and glass tier, and efford points

Virte adjoin the modest restaurant and

.
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